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A Veteran's Guide to Securing a Home 
By Patrick Young 

Are you a veteran dreaming of that white picket fence or perhaps a cozy 

apartment to call your own? Becoming a homeowner can be a complex journey. 

This guide from Northwest Veterans Newsletter outlines seven essential steps 

tailored just for veterans like you to make the process easier and more fulfilling. 

Read on to make your home-owning dreams come true! 

Determine if You’re Eligible for a VA Home Loan 
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First and foremost, figure out if you're eligible for a VA home loan. These loans 

often require no down payment and have lenient credit requirements. They are an 

excellent resource for veterans, and the terms can save you a significant amount 

of money. Check your service records and consult the U.S. Department of 

Veterans Affairs' criteria to see if you qualify. 

Apply for a COE Through the VA 

Your next step should be to apply for a Certificate of Eligibility (COE) through the 

VA. This certificate is your golden ticket to accessing VA home loans. The 

application process is relatively straightforward and can be done online, through 

your lender, or by mail. The COE verifies to the lender that you meet the basic 

service requirements for a VA loan. 

Research a Qualified VA Lender 

Once you have your COE, it’s time to find a lender who specializes in VA home 

loans. Although many lenders offer these loans, a specialist will be more familiar 

with the VA's unique requirements and procedures. Research online, read 

reviews, and consult other veterans for recommendations. Then schedule 

interviews with potential lenders to discuss terms, fees, and rates. 

Obtain a Pre-Approval Letter 

After choosing a lender, get pre-approved for a loan. This pre-approval letter 

outlines how much the lender is willing to loan you, based on your credit and 

financial history. Having this in hand makes you a more attractive buyer when 

negotiating a home purchase. It also helps you set a realistic budget, so you don't 

waste time looking at homes you can't afford. 

Evaluate Interest Rates 

Interest rates can change frequently, and they significantly impact the overall 

cost of your mortgage. Make sure to regularly check rates and understand how 

they affect your monthly payments. Fixed-rate loans offer predictability, while 

adjustable-rate loans might initially offer lower rates but can vary over time. 
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Discuss your options with your lender to find the best fit for your financial 

situation. 

Shop for a Home and Hire a Real Estate Agent 

Now comes the fun part: house hunting! Whether you're browsing online or 

touring homes in person, knowing your budget can help narrow down options. 

Also, consider working with a real estate agent experienced in assisting veterans. 

They can guide you through the search, negotiations, and paperwork, making 

sure you take full advantage of your VA benefits. 

Invest in a Home Warranty 

Navigating the unexpected costs of homeownership, such as a faulty HVAC 

system or plumbing issues, can be daunting. To better prepare for these financial 

surprises, investing in a home warranty plan can offer much-needed peace of 

mind. Unlike homeowners insurance, which generally covers theft, natural 

disasters, and structural damages, a home warranty specifically addresses 

malfunctions in appliances and systems. If you're curious about which home 

warranty might suit your needs, this site could be helpful in filling those coverage 

gaps. 

 

With these seven essential steps, you can ease your way into homeownership as 

a veteran. Your service has earned you unique advantages, so be sure to make 

the most of them. Following these steps can help simplify the complex journey to 

owning your own home. So, put on your house-hunting boots, and march 

confidently toward your dream home. It's waiting for you! 
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