Key Features Veterans Should Prioritize When Buying a Home to Age in Place
By Patrick Young

Not every house is built for the long haul. Veterans planning to age in place need more than
comfort, they need strategic features that prevent accidents, ease daily routines, and
reduce long-term burdens. The right home can make aging feel less like managing decline
and more like living well with fewer disruptions. For those who’ve served, the priority
shifts from space and style to function and freedom. What matters most isn’t always
obvious on a home tour. Below are the specific, high-impact features to look for, or upgrade
toward, to ensure that your home works for you as the years stack up.

Bathrooms Must Be Built for Safety, Not Speed

There’s no room for error in a bathroom. Slips, hot water, and hard surfaces form a
dangerous mix, especially for older adults. That's why homes with walk-in showers lower
fall risk significantly compared to traditional tubs or narrow stall units. These allow easy
entry and exit, often accommodate a seat, and reduce the strain of daily use. Combine that
with anti-scald controls and solid grab bars, and you've got a space that doesn’t work
against you. Comfort-height toilets and vanities designed to be accessible from a seated
position round it out. This isn’t luxury, it’s intelligent prevention.

Kitchens Should Accommodate Every Mode of Movement

Cooking doesn’t stop just because standing gets harder. Kitchens built with multi-level
workspaces let you prepare meals while sitting, leaning, or even in a wheelchair. That
flexibility becomes essential, not optional. Smooth-glide drawers, lever-handled faucets,
and appliances with front controls cut down on awkward bending or reaching. It’s not just
about what's easier, it’s about what you'll still be able to do independently five or ten years
from now. If the kitchen layout is tight or closed off, consider whether it allows clear
movement lines and room to maneuver. Independence often begins at the stove.

Flooring Should Do Its Job Without Getting in Your Way

Every step counts more when balance starts to waver. That’s why safe flooring options like
cork or vinyl beat out tile, wood, or plush carpet in homes designed for aging. These
materials offer traction, softness underfoot, and smoother transitions between rooms.
Uneven thresholds or slippery finishes can turn even a short hallway into a risk zone. Also,
avoid loose rugs or mats, no matter how stylish, unless they’re firmly secured. Flooring
might not be the first thing you notice during a home tour, but it can quietly protect you or
quietly become a hazard. Pick wisely.

Wide Paths Make Daily Movement Frictionless

When your home restricts your movement, it chips away at your freedom. A space built for
aging should allow you to move without squeezing through tight doorways or bumping into
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corners. Wider doorways improve mobility access, whether you use a walker, a cane, or a
rollator. Hallways should allow for easy turns and open navigation; not just for today, but
for what might be required down the line. Even simple tasks like carrying laundry or
groceries get harder when space is tight. The ideal layout gives you breathing room without
making the home feel oversized or empty.

Yards Should Feel Like Enjoyment, Not Obligation

Large lawns and elaborate landscaping may look good on a brochure, but they often
become a maintenance burden. Over time, the joy of outdoor space can be replaced by the
strain of upkeep. That’s why low-maintenance landscaping choices — think raised beds,
native plants, and automatic irrigation — are more than aesthetic. They reduce the need for
bending, heavy lifting, or complex care routines. The goal isn’t to eliminate outdoor work
entirely. It’s to make it doable on your terms, without dependence on others. A small, well-
planned yard can still provide all the peace without the pressure.

Access to Services Can Make or Break Daily Life

Even a perfect home becomes inconvenient if it’s isolated. The ability to get groceries, visit
the doctor, or connect with community services is essential for long-term independence.
Veterans aging in place benefit from homes with local access to support services that
reduce the logistics of everyday life. This isn’t just about driving time, it's about minimizing
fatigue, cutting back on scheduling complexity, and ensuring help is nearby if something
changes. A well-located home gives you options: to handle errands solo, to stay socially
engaged, or to get support without constant coordination. Proximity is power.

Protect Yourself From What You Can’t Predict

No matter how well-built your home is, systems and appliances will wear down. When they
do, the costs and stress can add up fast — especially if you're living on a fixed income.
Adding unexpected repair coverage for appliances through a home warranty can reduce
that uncertainty. You don’t need to become your own repair person or scramble to find
someone trustworthy last minute. A home warranty (vou can look into this one) helps
ensure that problems don’t spiral into bigger disruptions. It's about removing one more
burden from your future and making sure home stays a source of stability, not surprise.”

Aging in place isn’t passive. It’s active planning for the life you still want to lead. Veterans
who’ve spent years operating in high-stakes environments deserve a living space that
supports, not sabotages, their independence. That doesn’t mean buying new construction
or gut-renovating a house. It means knowing what to prioritize: safety, accessibility, ease,
and support. Each upgrade or feature isn’t about giving up control, it's about keeping it
longer. Whether you're choosing your next home or reshaping your current one, make
decisions that look out for your future self. You've earned it.
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